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broken in half in order to reduce them to movable
proportions. Fully one-half of the squalid adobe
huts of the village have door frames, steps or other
portions formed from sculptured stones filched from
the ruins. Wherever streets are paved the pavements
are made from the cut stones of Tiahuanaco, and,
outside the village, the farmers have utilized every bit
of stonework they could'transport to build the walls
about their fields. Even those portions of the ruins
which have been left have suffered. The finest idols
and monuments have served as targets for the rifles
of Bolivian soldiery; magnificent sculptures have
been wantonly defaced, and the condition of these
most ancient ruins in the New World is a disgrace to
the Bolivian Government.
Although the ruins are now over thirteen miles
from Lake Titicaca there are reasons to think that
in the days when the city was occupied it stood on
the shores of the lake itself or on an arm, or bay, for
traces of what was apparently a dock or mole are to
be seen just north of the principal ruins. If so th(
lake has receded and we must discard the theory thai
the city was destroyed and deserted owing to the lake
rising and flooding the district.
It has also been claimed that the city was the prod-
uct of two distinct races or civilizations, the more re-
cent people having added to and reconstructed the
original ruins left by a much more ancient race. But
personally I can see no reason for this supposition*
although there are evidences of the Incan people hav-
ing used the site to some extent, perhaps merely as
a shrine or for holding certain religious ceremonies.
That they should have done so is quite probable, for